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We live in times marked by change, but there are places where gender equality 
is being systematically overlooked. The Catholic Church is one of them and this 
puts the institution at risk. Young Catholics are leaving, women who have been 
a mainstay of parish life are departing. This is especially true of young Catholic 
women who are absent at rates unparalleled in our history and are not returning.

Today, women are asking why the Church is so slow in recognising their value  
and opening governance and ministerial roles to them; roles that incorporate 
their faith, gifts, expertise and education into structures of authority at all levels.

Voices of Faith believe that women’s voices in the Vatican must carry as far 
as their male counterparts, and with the same weight. If current leaders of 
the Roman Curia do not include capable qualified women in roles that are 
theoretically open to them, we face a future where the Catholic Church will  
be a relic of the past.

Our world is changing and the inclusion of women in significant positions 
is finally being realised. We won’t allow gender inequality to undermine the 
longevity of the Church.

Opportunities and access to quality education for women and girls matter to us. 
As long-time partners with Jesuit Refugee Service, we will be live-streaming this 
event directly to Dzaleka refugee camp.

WILL POPE FRANCIS AND OUR PASTORAL LEADERS LISTEN TO OUR VOICE?

OUR VOICES STIR 
THE WINDS OF 
CHANGE, SO WE 
MUST SPEAK.



WELCOME

Opening from Dzaleka refugee camp “The Women Warriors of Dzaleka”
Magalie Laguerre-Wilkinson  •  Master of Ceremony
Fidelis Götz  •  President of the Fidel Götz Foundation

OPENING REMARKS

The time is now for change in the Catholic Church
Mary McAleese  •  Eighth President of the Republic of Ireland

PART I: STORY TELLING

VOICES OF FAITH FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD
Young Catholic women are passionate and ready to stand up for their beliefs. 
They are committed to making a difference, in their communities, in their 
workplace, in the global arena. They live the mission of Christianity every day. 
They are role models and leaders in their societies, why are they excluded from 
being leaders within the Catholic Church?

Where are the female role models in the Church?
Zuzanna Radzik (Poland)  •  Theologian and Author

Zuzanna is a Catholic theologian who graduated from the Pontifical Faculty 
of Theology in Warsaw and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Israel. She 
specialises in Christian-Jewish relations and researches Catholic feminism. 
Zuzanna regularly contributes to the Polish Catholic Weekly ‘Tygodnik 
Powszechny’ and in 2015 published Kościół kobiet, “The Church of Women”, 
highlighting feminist efforts in the Catholic Church from various countries and 
cultures. Zuzanna will speak personally about her own journey and desire as a 
young faith leader to build bridges that do not ignore the past yet look forward 
to a brighter more inclusive future for women in the Church.

In the footsteps of Jesus, what’s so different about a woman’s vocation?
Joana Gomes (Portugal)  •  Project Director, Jesuit Refugee Service, Chad, Africa

Joana quit her job as a social worker at a private Jesuit school to travel to Chad, 
Africa where she currently serves as a Project Director for the Jesuit Refugee 
Service. She was happy and content with life and work in her safe environment, 
but 1% was missing, so she thought she might change the other 99%. “I felt God 
had something more for me. I am here for God but it was clear to me that I did 
not want to have a religious life as a sister. But the Church and society are still 
not yet prepared for a missionary life as a lay woman - I am in a limbo. The role 
of women is not only marriage and having children. The Church and society are 
imposing certain roles on us, but there are other ways to happiness. Can we not 
decide our own future?” Joana will demonstrate why female leadership is so 
important in the fight for human rights and share personal stories of resilience 
and hope amid a harrowing global crisis that sees the displacement of millions  
of men, women and children.



Sister act: Is the Church even relevant to young women?
Nivedita Lobo and Gayatri Lobo Gajiwala (India)

These two young women were not baptised at birth but were brought up in the 
Catholic tradition; Catholic school, religion lessons, Sunday Mass, Sunday school 
and parish activities. At 13 years old, Gayatri was sent to an ashram boarding 
school that did not encourage religious practice but taught the philosophy of its 
founder Shri Aurobindo. She remained there for five years and at 21 she decided 
to get baptised. Nivedita graduated from a convent school and received the 
catechism prize three years in a row. Her friends thought she would become 
a Catholic leader, although they never realised she chose not to get baptised. 
These two extraordinary sisters will explore the meaning of the Church today. 
How young women experience a Church, full of rules and regulations and how 
they apply it to their everyday lives.

Calling out loud and clear:  full equality and rights for  
women everywhere
Ssenfuka Joanita Warry (Uganda)  •  LGBT Advocate and Founder

Ssenfuka Joanita Warry is a lesbian Catholic woman pioneering LGBT rights in 
Uganda, a country where same-sex relations are punishable by life in prison. Her 
organisation Freedom and Roam Uganda, fights for healthcare for minorities and 
inmates, calls for gender inclusive leadership and promotes career development 
and sustainability skills for LGBT women. She will talk about how the Catholic 
doctrine on same-sex love aids persecution of women and men rather than 
upholding their dignity and rights and share her hopes and dreams for an 
inclusive future of the Catholic Church.

TALK

Can art encourage generosity?
Maria Costanza Alvarez de Castro  •  Artist

PERFORMANCE

“Mio fratello che guardi il mondo” by Fiorella Mannoia
Performed by: Silvia Genovesi  •  Accordion: Simone Frezza

DISCUSSION

Live discussion and interviews with  
“The Women Warriors of Dzaleka”



PART II: PANEL DISCUSSION

POWER TO TRANSFORM: WILL THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH SURVIVE THE 21ST CENTURY?
Voices of Faith believes that women hold the key to revitalising the Catholic 
Church for future generations. Shared power and diverse leadership is something 
women of faith dare to dream of, but can it become a reality?

Our panel will discuss many aspects of power and leadership that women 
exercise as well as continue to be denied, in the last patriarchal institution of the 
21st century, the Catholic Church.

Women make up over 60% of the Catholic Church, why aren’t they able to  
be part of its leadership and decision making structures? Many are walking  
out of the Church and bringing their children with them. Can the Church risk 
a future without women? Who will make sure the next generation grows up in 
faith? Today women are asking the hierarchy, can we shape the future of the 
Church together?



PANEL MODERATOR

Tina Beattie  •  Theologian and Director Catherine of Siena College (UK)

PANELLISTS

Mary McAleese  •  Eighth President of the Republic of Ireland

Mary McAleese grew up the eldest of nine children in a 
tumultuous time in Northern Ireland. Her family was forced 
to leave the area by loyalists when The Troubles broke out. 
She was the first Irish President to come from Northern 
Ireland and the first woman to succeed another woman as the 
eighth President of Ireland from 1997 - 2011. An outspoken 
advocate on many issues concerned with justice, equality, 
social inclusion, anti-sectarianism and reconciliation, it was no 

surprise the theme of her presidency was 'Building Bridges'. Mary graduated in 
law from the Queen's University of Belfast in 1973 and was called to the Northern 
Ireland Bar in 1974. In 1975 she was appointed Reid Professor of Criminal Law, 
Criminology and Penology at Trinity College Dublin and in 1987 she returned to 
her alma mater, Queen's, to become Director of the Institute of Professional Legal 
Studies. In 1994, she became the first female Pro-Vice Chancellor of the Queen's 
University of Belfast. In 2013, she received a master's degree and licentiate in 
canon law of the Roman Gregorian University.

Nicole Sotelo (USA)  •  Journalist and Author

Nicole was born in Arizona to a Mexican-American father 
and English mother. Unfortunately discrimination was an 
everyday aspect of her childhood. Nicole believes in the 
power of stories to transform lives. She has served as a 'Young 
Voices' columnist for the National Catholic Reporter and her 
writing has appeared in a number of publications ranging 
from Women’s eNews to the New York Times. She is the 
author of Women Healing from Abuse: Meditations for Finding 

Peace and coordinates a website that serves as a resource for abused Catholic 
women. A graduate of Harvard Divinity School, she serves as a communications 
consultant for Catholic organisations. Nicole will speak on how and why women 
silence themselves to keep safe in male-dominated paradigms and how to break 
out of that silence.

Father Luke Hansen SJ (USA)  •  Jesuit and Writer

Working with women and men who were incarcerated and 
afflicted with serious mental illness transformed how Luke 
saw the world and what he wanted to do with his life. So he 
joined the Jesuits. As a Jesuit he continued working with 
prisoners: children as young as 13 in Chicago, Muslim men 
in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and women in a federal prison 
in California. He also lived and worked in an indigenous 
community for two years and later served as an associate 

editor of the Jesuit Journal America, reporting from the Vatican, Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guantánamo Bay. Now a Jesuit priest, Luke is a student at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome and a contributing editor for La Civiltà 
Cattolica. His work with women in prison and extensive collaboration with women 
in ministry have given Luke a strong sense of the importance and urgency of 
empowering women’s gifts for leadership and ministry in the Church.



Alina Oehler (Germany)  •  Theologian and Journalist

Alina is an outspoken young German theologian and 
journalist. She studied Catholic theology, political science 
and philosophy in Tübingen and Rome. She was a trainee in 
the editorship of Herder Korrespondenz in Berlin in 2016 and 
is currently a freelancer for different newspapers, including 
a column in Die Zeit. Alina stands out with her attitude. 
She breaks the barriers between liberal and conservative 
theological circles. Alina always had the desire to better 

understand Catholic dogmas in order to change her Church. At a very young 
age she began to read theological texts. An essay by a professor from Tübingen 
was especially memorable for her: he was in favor of the women's priesthood. 
Even then, Alina knew: "Should I ever study theology, then liberal theology in 
Tübingen." She wanted to strengthen the role of women and find arguments 
with which she could convince conservative pastors like the one from her home 
parish. Alina wanted to become a liberal. But then the liberal Tübingen made 
her conservative. Nevertheless, the Church she once wanted to change changed 
her. Would she rebel? She certainly does not mince words. Even issues that 
are dreaded in conservative circles, she tackles and is not afraid to represent 
uncomfortable positions.

Elisa Orbañanos Hernando (Spain)  •  Regional Programs Office, Jesuit Refugee 
Service, Great Lakes

Elisa has extensive experience working with refugees in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. She has worked to improve the access 
of displaced children to education, supported women targeted 
by gender-based violence, managed pastoral care projects 
and led complex projects in some of the most difficult crises 
globally. She is a member of the editorial board of the pastoral 
academic publication Dignidade Re-Vista in Brazil and holds 
advanced degrees in International Development, Children’s 
Rights and Cultural and Social Anthropology.

CLOSING REMARKS

Rev. Thomas H. Smolich SJ  •  International Director of Jesuit Refugee Service

PERFORMANCE

Perfect Symphony by Ed Sheeran
Performed by: Silvia Genovesi, Contralto  •  Piano: Simone Frezza

THANKS TO




